The etiology of Bell's palsy remains unknown but clinical serological investigations have suggested herpes simplex virus (HSV) induced facial neuritis to be a potential cause . In order to verify the viral etiology of Bell's palsy it must be proved by animal experimentation . The author first succeeded in producing a transient facial paralysis of mice , with a herpes simplex viral neuritis simulating human Bell's palsy.
Type 1 HSV (strain KOS, 4. 5 X 106 pfu/ml) was inoculated into the posterior aspect of the auricle. 
